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Idaho Forest Group Announces Landmark Conservation Agreement 
 

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, September 3, 2024 ─ In a significant conservation effort, Idaho 

Forest Group (IFG) has donated a conservation agreement protecting nearly 2,000 acres 

along an important tributary of the CDA River to Kaniksu Land Trust. This agreement 

outlines safeguards from development and ensures continued restoration and 

preservation of the tributary and adjacent land for generations to come. The donation 

encompasses 1,023 acres of riparian habitat (10.5 miles of the 14-mile stream), 921 acres 

of forested uplands, and equates to an over three-million-dollar donation by IFG. 

 

“IFG’s commitment to forest stewardship and sustainability is at the heart of this work,” 

said IFG Owner, Marc Brinkmeyer. “We are proud to have partnered with many local, 

state, federal and conservation agencies to develop a multi-phase restoration plan to 

ensure the protection of this important area that offers a key habitat and holds such rich 

history.” 

 

Years of hard rock and placer mining have greatly impacted Prichard Creek, which runs 

through the land. The creek had been severely degraded by a large dredge that operated 

nearly non-stop between 1917 and 1926. This dredge removed thousands of tons of 

sediment, created five-mile-long rock piles, altered the creek’s shape, reduced 

vegetation, eroded banks, increased sediment in the water, and caused a three-mile 

stretch to flow subsurface during summer months. 

The first phase of the restoration project began in the summer of 2023 and included the 

strategic installation of natural wooden structures along a four-mile stretch of Prichard 

Creek (to restore water flow) and planting vegetation (to enhance ecosystems and 

naturally support the wooden structures).  

This phase was funded by the Restoration Partnership—a group of federal, state, and 

tribal trustees— who aim to mitigate environmental damage from historical mining 



 
 
 

Media Contact  
Shannon Carroll 

Director of Communications &  
Government Affairs   

C 509.270.0513  
 

practices. The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality served as the fiscal sponsor 

for the project and Trout Unlimited managed the project with significant involvement from 

IFG. Future phases will focus on improving access to fish habitats, securing water 

resources, providing public recreational access, ensuring forest health, preventing land 

conversion, halting further mining, and creating educational venues. The long-term 

project will involve securing grants for continued restoration efforts over many years. 

“We’ve seen a lot of positive outcomes a year later including beaver activity, vegetation 

establishment, improved in-stream habitat diversity and increased use of the channel by 

cutthroat trout,” said North Idaho Program Manager for Trout Unlimited, Erin Plue. “We 

are very proud of the work this collaboration has done to date and look forward to 

continued restoration and protection.” 

 

The finalization of the conservation agreement is a testament to the dedication and 

collaborative efforts of IFG and its partners: Idaho Department of Environmental Quality; 

Idaho Fish & Game; Idaho Bureau of Land Management; Idaho Department of Lands; 

Idaho Fish & Wildlife Foundation; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services; Coeur d’Alene Tribe; 

Trout Unlimited; the Restoration Partnership; and Kaniksu Land Trust. 
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About Idaho Forest Group: 
Headquartered in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, Idaho Forest Group (IFG) grows, harvests, 

manufactures and distributes wood products. The company is one of the largest lumber 

producers in North America, with capacity of over 1.5 billion board feet per year and 

markets around the globe with six sawmills in northern Idaho and Mississippi. IFG is a 

leader in forest stewardship and sustainable practices and actively collaborates with 

stakeholders to promote conservation and environmental restoration. 

 

About Kaniksu Land Trust: 
Kaniksu Land Trust (KLT) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit in Idaho and Montana that oversees 

land protection and community engagement programs with far-reaching and long-lasting 

impacts. KLT is committed to preserving rural landscapes and natural resources while 

supporting economic security and quality of life. KLT has completed over 30 

conservation projects, protecting more than 4,000 acres across its 3-county service 

area. In 2016, KLT first earned recognition as an accredited land trust, a distinction held 

by only 450 of the nearly 1,300 land trusts operating in the United States.  

 
About Trout Unlimited: 
Trout Unlimited (TU) is a US non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of 

freshwater streams, rivers, and associated upland habitats for trout, salmon, other 

aquatic species, and people. It is headquartered in Arlington, Virginia and has more 

than 150,000 formal members organized into upwards of 400 chapters in nearly every 

state.  

 
 
 


